
We are entering another school year. Once 
again the Canadian Academy of Therapeutic 
Tutors wishes to extend a warm welcome to 
our new members. It is heartwarming to see 
our numbers growing.  

Congratulations to Shannon Green, our new-
est Tutor Trainer.  

Special thanks to Corey Zylstra who facili-
tated the O-G training in July with Shannon 
Green as co-instructor, and Lois Lindsay 
who facilitated the August Surrey College 
O-G training course. We extend our appre-
ciation to Marilyn Thorpe, Sue Wyness, 
Judy Miller, Sylvia Cannon, Karen Nyland, 
Tammie Aeberhardt and Jean Brewer who 
supported our trainers as trainer aides this 
summer. Thank you all for giving up a por-
tion of your summer for us.   

Message From the Board 
I n s i d e  t h i s  i s s u e :  

Message From the Board 1,2 

Tribute to Dr. Carl L. Kline 3 

Improving Reading  

          Comprehension 
2, 5 

Research Definition of Dyslexia 4 

Calendar of Events 6,7 

C A T T  ( O - G )  N e w s          I s s u e  1 4              F a l l ,  2 0 0 5  

Canadian  
Academy of 
Therapeutic  
Tutors (Orton-Gillingham)    



We will look forward to seeing you on October 12 for the Member-to-
Member Presentations, January 21 for our Professional Development 
Day, and April 22 when Gary Anaka returns for the Spring Fling 
Event.  

Contact the board of directors anytime with your comments or con-
cerns at directors@ogtutors.com 

Best wishes for successful Orton-Gillingham tutoring in 2005 and 
2006. 

Pam Brun, Michele Henderson, Lois Lindsay, Irene Storteboom, 
Marilyn Thorpe, Joan Villett, Marilyn Wardrop and Sue Wyness 

synthesize the information, 
and integrate it with what 
they already know” (pp. 71-
72). This same report, how-
ever, indicated that students 
spend up to 70% of the time 
designated for reading in-
struction doing independent 
practice, mostly on work-
books and skill sheets. 

 

Research does not support 
practice in isolated specific 
sub-skills of reading compre-
hension (e.g., finding the 
main idea, determining se-
quence). There appears to be 
little if any transfer from this 
kind of “skill” work to read-
ing and understanding real 
text. 

By: Eileen S. Marzola, Ed.D. 

 

The majority of reading instruction 
has always emphasized the 
decoding aspect. Once stu-
dents were able to read ac-
curately, they were ex-
pected to comprehend what 
they were reading auto-
matically. Teachers in to-
day’s schools, however, are 
aware that comprehension 
of text does not always 
come so easily. The Na-
tional Institute of Educa-
tion’s 1985 Report of the 
Commission on Reading, 

Becoming a Nation of Readers, 
stressed the critical importance of 
teaching students strategies that 
show them how to “focus their at-
tention on the relevant information, 

Message From The Board 
c o n t i n u e d  

Improving Reading Comprehension  

“The good 
news is that 
poor readers 
can be taught 

to use the 
same 

techniques 
good readers 

use 
instinctively.” 
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A  T r i b u t e  t o  D r .  C a r l  L .  K l i n e ,  M . D . ,  F R C P ( C )  
Born Oct. 2, 1915, passed away on June 26, 2005. 
  
Article submitted by Lois Lindsay. 

Dr. and Mrs. Kline receiv-
ing the “Dr. and Mrs. Carl 
L. Kline Award for Out-
standing Service in the 
Field of Dyslexia”, 1998.  

Dr. Kline was a member of the Council of 
Advisors of the International Dyslexia Asso-
ciation and he was the recipient of their high-
est honor—The Samuel T. Orton Award.  

His publications on child and adolescent psy-
chiatry and the field of children with specific 
language disability appeared in over sixty 
professional journals.  

In 1998, Dr. Kline, along with his wife Caro-
lyn, had the honor of presenting the Dr. & 
Mrs. Carl L. Kline Award for Outstand Ser-
vice in the Field of Dyslexia.  

He will be remembered as a remarkable, 
kind, accomplished man who spent his life 
helping others and supporting just causes.  

His surviving wife, Carolyn, joined him in 
provision of caring services for those af-
fected with dyslexia. She is a founding mem-
ber and a Fellow in the formation of the Ca-
nadian Academy of Therapeutic Tutors 
(Orton-Gillingham).   

Over the past 40 years, Dr. Carl Kline was 
the major force in British Columbia in en-
couraging and teaching educators and par-
ents to educationally remediate those af-
fected by dyslexia.  

Dr. Kline completed his undergraduate edu-
cation at Northwestern Medical School and 
subsequently he served with the United 
States Navy Medical Corp. for five years. 
He undertook his post-graduate training in 
Psychiatry and Neurology at St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospital at Duke University Medical 
School.  

Carl and Carolyn moved to British Colum-
bia in 1967 where he practiced Psychiatry 
and became a member of the UBC Faculty 
of Medicine.  Also, he became a member of 
the Canadian Royal College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, Certified in Psychiatry.  He is 
a Life member of the Canadian Psychiatric 
Association.  

Dr. Kline’s special interest was in the area 
of working with children with learning dis-
abilities, namely dyslexia.  He was instru-
mental in the establishment of three special-
ized academic schools: Kenneth Gorgon 
School, James Cameron School and the Fra-
ser Academy.  In the early 1970’s, he also 
was a guiding force in the formation of the 
Orton Dyslexia Society, British Columbia 
Branch, now renamed the International Dys-
lexia Association, British Columbia Branch.   

C A T T  ( O - G )  N e w s                 I s s u e  1 4     F a l l ,  2 0 0 5      P a g e  3  



R e s e a r c h  D e f i n i t i o n  o f  D y s l e x i a  
A d o p t e d  b y  t h e  I D A  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  N o v e m b e r  1 2 ,  2 0 0 2 .   

Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that is neurological in origin.  It is characterized 

by difficulties with accurate and/or fluent word recognition and by poor spelling and de-

coding abilities.  These difficulties typically result from a deficit in the phonological com-

ponent of language that is often unexpected in relation to other cognitive abilities and the 

provision of effective classroom instruction. Secondary consequences may include prob-

lems in reading comprehension and reduced reading experience that can impede growth of 

vocabulary and background knowledge.  
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CATT, O-G is pleased to present:  

Orton-Gillingham Professional Development Day 
S a t u r d a y  J a n u a r y  2 1 ,  2 0 0 6  

 
Learn Different Ways to Spice Up Your Lessons… 

 
 
Composition strategies with 

Corey Zylstra 
 
Using multiple resources  
  with Sue Wyness & Heather 

Redenbach 
 
Being a truly therapeutic tutor 

with Gloria Olafson and 
Stephanie Lindstrom 

 
Vendors, vendors and more 

vendors! 

Location:  Surrey Conference Center 
 

9:00 – 1:30 
(coffee and goodies provided) 

 
Early Bird registration  by Dec. 10:  
$70.00 members, $80.00 non-members
  
 
Registration after Dec. 10, 2005: 
$80.00 members, $90.00 non members 

 
Register online at www.ogtutors.com or 
call the C.A.T.T. phone line at 604-261-
3125 and leave your name and contact 

information.  



become aware that comprehension is 
slipping, they use “fix- up strategies” 
such as re -reading, clarifying vo-
cabulary, and summarizing what 
they have learned from the text up to 
this point to improve their under-
standing of what follows. 

After reading, good readers summa-
rize the major ideas they have read 
about in some fashion. Some review 
these ideas verbally. Others use a 
graphic organizer of some kind 
(semantic maps, flow charts, etc.). In 
any case, they evaluate the compre-
hension of what they read, deciding 
if they have reached the goal they 
set for reading. If necessary, they 
seek additional information from 
outside sources to further clarify and 
enrich their understanding.  

Specific strategies like semantic 
mapping and self-questioning tech-
niques like Reciprocal Teaching em-
ploy the comprehension steps good 
readers use automatically.* As a re-
sult, using these strategies have been 
shown to improve comprehension 
performance of poor readers signifi-
cantly. 

*For more specific information 
about these strategies, see Marzola, 
E.S. (1988). Interrogating the Text: 
Questioning Strategies Designed to 
Improve Reading Comprehension. 
Reading, Writing and Learning Dis-
abilities, 4; 243-258. 

Continued from page 2. 

 

Current research in reading compre-
hension has demonstrated that for 
good readers, reading is an active 
process. They use strategies that help 
them in identifying important ideas, 
organizing information to ease re-
trieval, and creating a web of connec-
tions among ideas in the text.  

The good news is that poor readers 
can be taught to use the same tech-
niques good readers use instinctively.  
Data from current research have indi-
cated which strategies may be most 
powerful for increasing students’ un-
derstanding of text. Strategies used 
before, during, and after reading can 
greatly facilitate comprehension. 

What do good readers do before read-
ing? They summon the prior knowl-
edge they have about a given topic, 
focus their complete attention on 
reading, and set a purpose before they 
begin. If they are reading a textbook, 
for example, they set a different pur-
pose than if they are reading a novel 
for pleasure. 

During reading, good readers keep 
their attention focused on the task at 
hand. One of the most important 
strategies used by good readers is 
their constant monitoring of their 
comprehension. They do it so often 
that it becomes automatic. Once they 

Improving Reading Comprehension  
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Mark Your Calendars!  
CATT, O-G is pleased to present its second annual:  

Member-to-Member Presentation 
The CATT (O-G) Mentoring Series 

Maintaining Key Elements in Your Lesson Plan 

  Sight Words 

  Grammar 

  Multiplication Facts: Eliminating Fact Cards 

  Your questions answered 

 

Wednesday, October 12, 2005 

The Surrey Conference Centre 

9260 140 St., Surrey (92 Ave. & 140 St.) 
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6:30 Coffee and  

 Registration 

7:00 Introduction and  

 Welcome! 

7:10 Presentations 

 
There is no fee for  

 members. 

Please pre-register on-line 
at www.ogtutors.com  or 
call the C.A.T.T. line at 
604-261-3125 and leave 
your name & contact infor-
mation. 

~ Sp r i n g  F l i n g ,  2006  ~  
 

 

 

Presenting the very dynamic Gary Anaka 

Your Magical Brain: 
 How it Learns Best Part II 
 
More Memory Made Fun 
 

Cost:  Members $55.00 Lunch Included  
Non-Members $90.00 Lunch Included  
 

Location:  
Surrey Conference Centre 
9260 – 140 Street 
Surrey, B.C. 
 
For Information Call: 604-
261-3125  or visit: 
www.ogtutors.com  

S a t u r d a y ,  
A p r i l  2 2 ,  2 0 0 6  



Visit: www.ldam.org/confernces/ldw.html for 
details.  

The IDA 56th Annual Conference will be No-
vember 9 - 12, 2006 in Denver, Co. Participate 
in a conference  with more than 400 national 
and international speakers and nearly 200 ses-
sions on a multitude of topics. Visit 
www.interdys.org for details. 

 CATT (O-G) is pleased to present the  O-G 
Professional Day on Jan., 21st, 2006. Topics 
include Composition, Using Multiple Re-
sources, Adapting for Particular Students and 
Questions & Answers by experienced tutors.  
Check the website in the coming months for 
more details. www.ogtutors.com 

 CATT (O-G) presents our 6th Annual 
Spring Fling on Saturday, April 22, 2006 at 
The Surrey Conference Center. Gary Anaka 
will present: Your Magical Brain: How It 
Learns Best, Part 2. This seminar offers an in-
teractive experience of  ways the brain learns 
best. Strategies will be shared that can make a 
positive difference for all students, of all ages, 
and all abilities. Visit www.ogtutors.com for 
registration information, or see the ad in this 
newsletter. 

  CATT members hold community tutor 
support meetings in local communities includ-
ing: Vancouver, North Shore, Surrey, Rich-
mond and the Tri-Cities. Join your local OG 
Tutors to network, share ideas and ask ques-
tions. Visit www.ogtutors.com/events.php for 
details and contact information.   

October 12, 2005 

January 21, 2005 

April 22, 2006 

ongoing 

Member-to-Member Presentation 

Professional Development Day 

Spring Fling featuring Gary Anaka 

O-G Tutor’s Community Meetings  

Calendar  of  Events  

The Learning Disabilities Association of 
Vancouver Island will present their Fall, 
2005 conference on Oct. 20th and 21st, fea-
turing Edward Hallowell, MD, adult psy-
chiatrist and best-selling author of “Driven 
To Distraction” and “Delivered from Dis-
traction”. Visit: www.ldasvi.bc.ca for de-
tails.  

The IDA, BC Branch presents the 24th 
Working Together Conference entitled: 
Achieving Literacy: From Evidence to Ac-
tion, October 21, 2005 at Sir Winston in 
Vancouver. The keynote speaker, Dr. Peggy 
McCardle will present:  WHAT IS EVI-
DENCE-BASED INSTRUCTION AND 
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?, followed by 
over 12 concurrent sessions. To Register Or 
For More Information visit IDABCB web-
site:  www.idabc.com     Phone:  604-940-
0045        

The World Congress on Learning Disabili-
ties presents the 14th Annual World Con-
gress on LD entitled: A Multidisciplinary 
Approach to Learning Disabilities: Integrat-
ing Education, Motivation and Emotions on 
Oct. 28 and 29, 2005 in Burlington, MA.  
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