ORTON-GILLINGHAM HOLIDAY HOMEWORK?

Par ents often ask how they can help their children to progress
over thesummer holidays. Although the philosophy of the Orton-
Gillingham method does not include homework because the techniques
used are specific to this type of tutoring, certainly therearewaysin
which students may be helped in general.

Start by using daily outings, such asatrip to the beach, asabass
for tracing lettersor soundsin the sand. The sand could also be built up
to form raised soundsor words. Pebbles and shells might be pressed
into the sand to represent whatever your child would liketo write,

Take along some booksto read. These might berelated to your
trip in someway. Different typesof oral reading servedifferent
pur poses, for example, easier reading would be donefor fluency and
comprehension. During thistype of reading ask questions about what
has been read. These may begin with literal questions and move along,
asyour child’sunderstanding progresses, through the next three stages
of comprehension which are‘inferential’, ‘critical’ and lastly, ‘creative'.
Mor e difficult reading may be doneto stretch the under standing of
phonetics and to practise sight words (wordsthat cannot be decoded
phonetically). At thistimereadingalong simultaneoudly with your child
would help with fluency, cadence and difficult words. Asan alternative
to this, have your child read whileyou listen, filling in words
iImmediately upon hearing a mistake or difficulty. Reading to your
child isalso extremely beneficial. Often comprehension isaided when
the responsibility of decoding each word istaken on by another reader.

Aswell asreading, keeping ajournal throughout the vacation
period might be a good idea. Depending upon your child’ s ability level,
this could begin with just aword or two and an illustration, progressing
to afew sentencesor more. Another writing project may beto report
on a book that has been read. This could bein the form of a few
sentences regarding the theme or setting of the story or describing a
character from thestory.

Theseideasare merely suggestions. It isunderstood that parents
are concerned with their child’sacademic progress. Themain point to
remember at any time of theyear isthat children with learning
difficultieswork very hard and they, especially, need timeto relax and
havefun! Enjoy your vacation!
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